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More storms. Bigger storms.

by Jennifer Hawks

ou may be in for a bumpy ride.
Experts predict that more storms
and bigger ones are on the way:
And you can blame it all on global climate
change.

David Rodenhuis is a senior scientist
who specializes in meteorology at the
Undversity of Victoria in British Columbia.
While he can't say with absclute certainty
that global climate change will bring mors
storms, he savs there's a definite possibil-
ity.

Already, we're seeing signs.

Rodenhuis believes that a warming cli-
mate equals a change in traditional weath-
er patterns. Hurricane Katrina is one
example. “There's a consensus now that
ves, this is global change. With regard to
Pacific storms, or Atlantic storms, there is
conjecture. . that the storms will be more
intense.

“The MNorth Pacific has always been bad
for storms. Because the climate is chang-
ing, we have to be aware that the intensity
of the storms could increase. Fishermen
want to know if it's going to be worse or
not: We don't know, but there are reasons
to believe that the storms could be meore
mtense.”

Mot only more wind but stronger
wind.

“Storms that are bigger and more
ntense will likely bring more intense

This Coast Guard rescue of fishermen in distress will become more common if meteorofogical
conditions change as predicted by seme analysts. U5, Coast Guard photo.

winds. Waves are a direct response of
wind. If the winds are more intense,
we can expect larger swells and larger
waves.”

Rough weather can be a nightmare for
vou, but does it also affect fish beneath the
surface?

“Yes,” says Eddy Carmack, senior cli-
mate research scientist at the Institute of
Ocean Sciences in the Department of Fish-
eries and Ceeans Canada.

Carmack is an expert on climate and
oceanography who specializes in the Arc-
tic region, especially north of the Bering
Strait How are fish affected by weather?

“In countless interacting ways. Men
and women who have made fishing their
profession could give example after exam-
ple from their personal experiences, and
this could prove invaluable if such expe-
riences were documented. But, how dees
one four-day storm affect the four-vear
growth of a salmon? How does the timing
of the onset of fall storms one year affect
the early survival of that vear's class of
juvenile sockeve? These seemingly sinple
questions are very hard to answrer.”

Weather is not the same as climate.
As Carmaclk explains, “Climate is just a
whole bunch of weather averaged over
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